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Alagiah presents our trade award
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Patron: George Alagiah will be at Keswick School 

By Ross Brewster

BBC news presenter George Alagiah, who is patron of the Fairtrade Foundation, will be at Keswick School on March 11 to present the award of Fairtrade County status to Cumbria. 

It is only the second award of its kind to an English county – Somerset was the first to receive it. 

It follows the passing of a resolution in support of Fairtrade by Cumbria County Council in November. 

Joe Human, co-ordinator of Cumbria Fair Trade Network and secretary of Keswick and District Fair Trade Campaign, said: “I believe Cumbria is second to none in the take up of Fairtrade, with eight Fairtrade towns, districts, and villages, and six more in the pipeline.

“We have a growing number of Fairtrade churches; with schools and community groups supporting Fairtrade; dozens of restaurants and cafés, hotels and guest houses serving Fairtrade teas and coffees to their guests and customers; and large numbers of shops selling the huge range of Fairtrade products.”

He said many businesses in the Cumbrian tourism sector realised that Fairtrade was good for business.

Mr Human added: “This is because many of our visitors are aware of the importance of Fairtrade to poor producers in developing countries. 

“There is a growing understanding of the similarities between small producers in our part of the world and small producers of the kind I have just visited in Ethiopia, a fact recognised by the County Council.”
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