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Be Fair and let’s save our world
Published on 06/03/2006 

Jack Templeton

Fairtrade Fortnight is taking place this year from today until March 19. In addition to all the usual activities, Carlisle and Brampton will be celebrating their first anniversary of achieving Fairtrade status.

This is in conjunction with the recent news that Cumbria has been awarded county Fairtrade status, making it only the second in the country to do so. 

This is fantastic news and worthy recognition for all the hard work put in by local steering groups and supporters.

Particular credit must go to Hannah Bailey, present chair of Carlisle Fairtrade Steering Group, who at 19 must surely be the youngest chair of a Fairtrade Steering Group.

Carlisle will be celebrating with a day of activities on Friday, March 10, including a coffee morning and talk from Shailesh Patel, a cotton advisor from India. This will be at the Old Town Hall, with the coffee morning taking place between 10am-12pm and the talk from 12:15-1:15pm.

At the same time, the Carlisle mayor and Shailesh Patel will be meeting young Fairtraders from city primary and secondary schools in the Prior’s Kitchen. The young winners of the Fairtrade poster competition will be baking Fairtrade banana muffins with Torey Holt and receiving their certificates.

This is an encouraging sign of the much wider age range of supporters and hopefully dispels the common myth that it is a charity run by old-age Christians. It is not. Anybody can get involved, irrespective of age or religion.

If we can maintain the uniting and positive spirit created in those few months then we will be guaranteeing a better future for the world.

The Fairtrade course is not about preaching the subject, but making people aware that supporting can be as simple as buying everyday items, such as teabags or chocolate. By buying these products, shoppers are guaranteeing that farmers in the developing world receive a fair deal.

So, this year, make Fairtrade your habit and get involved!

Jack Templeton is the PR Co-ordinator for Carlisle One World Centre
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