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Welcome!
We have had a busy few months with a variety of talks, films and activities all leading up to another successful Fairtrade Fortnight.  An update on some of our recent events is below along with some of our plans for the next few months. We are looking forward to another great AGM next month with a speaker from the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel. Sue Beardon will give a presentation on “The State of Palestine” on Friday 17th June and the COWC AGM will take place after Fairtrade Refreshments and a chance to browse stalls which will certainly include some products from the region.  The following week we will be taking part in a People’s Premiere of a new film about the nuclear arms industry called “Countdown to Zero”. This screening, a follow up to the recent successful showing of “Into Eternity”, will take place at the Learning Gateway in the University of Cumbria, Fusehill St at 6.30 on Tuesday 21st June and will be followed by a live question and answers session from London with, among others, Queen Noor of Jordan and Margaret Becket MP. 

Tickets can only be bought online through the Demand Zero website: http://goodwithfilm.com/screenings/events/countdown-to-zero-at-learning-gateway-university-of-cumbria-carlisle-on-21-
and will cost £4 to all.
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Since our last newsletter we have lost a great friend and colleague. Msgr Greg Turner passed away in November after a short illness. Many of Greg’s friends and colleagues from his years of ministry, ecumenical work and community activity in the Carlisle area attended his funeral which served to celebrate a truly great life. 
Adrienne Gill, COWC Development Officer
agill.cowc@gmail.com; 078 814 88566

From Our Chair
We are nearing the end of my first year in the Chair and we are working towards our AGM in June.  In particular I am very much looking forward to hearing Sue Beardon, who has first hand experience of Palestine which she will be sharing with us.
Like all voluntary and charitable organizations we are feeling the financial pinch and although we appreciate all our supporters are in the same boat we hope you will be able to continue with your support which we value.
Rachael Rodway

COWC AGM 2011
7.30 17 June

Waterton Hall, Warwick Square

With Sue Beardon, EAPPI

(Ecumenical Accompaniement Programme in Israel and Palestine) on

The State of Palestine

All Welcome


The Carlisle People’s Premiere of
Countdown to Zero
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6.30pm Tuesday 21 June 2011

Learning Gateway, University of Cumbria, Fusehill St

Tickets £4

http://goodwithfilm.com/screenings/events/countdown-to-zero-at-learning-gateway-university-of-cumbria-carlisle-on-21-
****************
COWC and Partner Organisations’ Forthcoming Events

Saturday 11th June, Carlisle Cathedral 10am – 4pm A Perfect Storm, Environmental Conference
Friday 17th June, Waterton Hall 7.30pm, COWC AGM
Tuesday 21st June, Learning Gateway, UoC, Fusehill St 6.30pm, Countdown to Zero
Sunday 3rd July, Richard Rose Central Academy 10am – 5pm, Culture Bazaar
Saturday 9th July, Morton Manor 2.30 - 4.30pm, Fairtrade Garden Party
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2011’s Carlisle Fairtrade activities were kick started in January with members of the Carlisle Fairtrade Group supporting this year’s Fairtrade schools conference at St Benedict’s School, Whitehaven. The children learned about labels on Fairtrade clothing which were borrowed from Carlisle World Shop and played Fairtrade bingo. A few weeks later, we took part in a Fairtrade Inset session for schools, hosted by Kingmoor Junior School. This was run by CDEC (Cumbria Development Education Centre) and gave newcomers to Fairtrade a low down on the “Whats, Whys and Hows” of Fairtrade.

2011’s Fairtrade Fortnight ran from 28th February to 13th March. This year’s theme was “Show off your Label” and to celebrate this, the Carlisle Fairtrade group organised a Civic reception and a Fairtrade coffee morning event. The coffee morning took place in the Old Town Hall, Carlisle City Centre, where supporters were treated to delicious Fairtrade home baking and enjoyed a Fairtrade tea or coffee. There was also the opportunity to design a Fairtrade bunting flag which will contribute to the Fairtrade Foundation’s effort to try and break the world record for the longest string of hand designed Fairtrade bunting. The Mayor of Carlisle, Cllr Mary Styth (see below with members of the Fairtrade Steering Group) chose the winning flag.
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The Mayor of Carlisle, Cllr Styth, with members of the Fairtrade Steering Group (above) and choosing the winning flag (below)
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In February, Carlisle successfully renewed its Fairtrade City status. The renewal process takes place once every 2 years and to celebrate this great achievement, Cllr Styth hosted a Fairtrade Civic Reception in the Civic Centre for representatives from local businesses and Community Organisations to be presented with a Fairtrade certificate. Our new Fairtrade Website www.carlislefairtrade.org.uk was launched at this event. This site, sponsored by local businesses, features an online version of the Carlisle Fairtrade City Directory where you can search for local cafes, shops, businesses, hotels and community organisations who actively support Fairtrade in Carlisle. We also launched Fairtrade cotton shopping bags printed with Carlisle’s Fairtrade city logo. We would like to see as many of these shopping in Carlisle as possible. They are available from Carlisle World Shop, reasonably priced at £3.50. 
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The Mayor with Carlisle’s Fairtrade Champion, Cllr Jacquelyne Geddes and the new Carlisle Fairtrade City Certificate
Fairtrade Garden Party 
Saturday 9rd of July at Morton Manor and Chances Gardens between 2.30 and 4.30pm 

Fun for all the family with:
Fairtrade stalls

Modelling of Fairtrade outfits with music and Fairtrade afternoon tea

Cream of Galloway Fairtrade ice cream 
Large Fairtrade Snakes and Ladders. 

A competition for a decorated Fairtrade cup cake 
Fairtrade football beat the goalie
***************

Talk by Saj Ghafoor

In February we hosted a talk by local fundraiser and community organiser, Saj Ghafoor, about the aftermath of the devastating Pakistan Floods which took place in August 2010. The floods covered more than one fifth of the land area, with 2000 people killed, 20 million Pakistanis affected and 10 million people displaced having to return to their villages, with little or no amenities, safe drinking water or access to healthcare. A discussion afterwards covered topics from climate change to corruption to racism. A collection afterwards raised over £200 towards a Rotary International Shelter Box.
Talk on Working Overseas 
As part of the One World Week events in November we  hosted a talk in Foxes Cafe by a selection of speakers who have travelled and worked in other parts of the world. They delivered a series of vignettes on their experiences abroad. There was information from a number of organisations included VSO, The European Union and smaller volunteer schemes. Do get in touch if you wish to talk to someone about volunteering as we have plenty of contacts and first hand information. If you have worked overseas yourself and would like to share your experiences please let us know as we are setting up a database of returned volunteers and development workers in the local area.
News from our partner organisations
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As part of this year’s Christian Aid week there will be a number of events in and around Carlisle as well as the house to house collecting that takes place in parts of the city.

Wetheral will hold a soup and roll lunch on Thursday 12 May, at 12 noon to 1.30 p.m. in Wetheral Methodist Church. Just turn up.

There will be a city centre street collection on the morning of Saturday 14 May.

Longtown has a coffee morning arranged for Friday 20th May 10.00 am to 12.30. It will take place at the Methodist Church in Albert Street, Longtown.

There will also be bag packing in the Marks and Spencer Food Store on Saturday 21 May.
Sustainable Carlisle Update



We now have over 400 members on our mailing list and this number is growing rapidly. Amongst our members we have pensioners and teenagers, activists and academics, families and individuals from all walks of life, united by a shared belief that we can, and must, make life more sustainable in Carlisle and the world.

The usual handful of dedicated members are pushing hard to consolidate a very successful 18 months of high quality, inclusive and varied events. However, the organisation needs to ‘step up a gear’ in order to keep up the momentum, reach more volunteers and help more people towards a sustainable lifestyle.

Sustainable Carlisle began in 2009 as a networking group to increase the sustainability of our city by raising awareness and public knowledge of Climate Change and Peak Oil. We have organised and taken part in dozens of public events including: Annual Skills Fairs, Workshops, Film Nights, Tree Planting, Cycling Promotion, 2010 Hustings, and Campaigning. 

As part of these events, Sustainable Carlisle recently co-ordinated public talks around sustainable consumption, food miles, nuclear waste and the carbon footprint of our weekly shopping. We have also jointly campaigned with Cycle

Carlisle, Carlisle One World Centre (COWC), Carlisle Amnesty Group and several community groups in the Carlisle area on various sustainability issues. 
As well as raising awareness we also promote and organise sustainable activities, skills and events. In October 2009 a group of members organised our first, very successful Green Skills Share day which attracted interest from the public and local suppliers. In September 2010 the successor - the ‘Home Energy and Sustainability Fair’ at Trinity School in Carlisle was organised in conjunction with CAfS. In addition to a range of

presentations the event included about 40 exhibitors from local renewables suppliers, organic growers to people with good ideas and demonstrations of how to reduce waste

and recycle (upcycle) unwanted goods. The event helped to inform the people of Carlisle how they can save energy and money as well as reducing carbon emissions by making

simple, practical changes to their lifestyles.
In late 2010 we also organised and hosted events including a ‘Seeds of change’ workshop, a wildlife walk, bike maintenance classes, confident riding lessons, an edible food walk, tree planting days.
Our ‘Conversation Café’ - a regular, drop-in open meeting / discussion - continued in January and February and attracted about 20 people on each day. The groups had informative discussions about community and sustainability issues relating to Carlisle and Cumbria.

What have we achieved so far?

Raising Awareness - Nearly 450 people have asked to be on our mailing list and receive regular updates on local events. Many more people now know who we are.

Media Coverage - Cumberland News, News & Star (Including some vitriolic letters from sceptics!), BBC Radio Cumbria

Strong relationship with other Transition groups in Cumbria 

Approx 4000 trees planted (with ‘Digginthetrees’) 

Active, up-to-date web site and email lists 

Public Questionnaire – more than 500 responses - of which 250 have been analysed 

We are rapidly becoming a strong group with a hugely diverse range of skills and experience. We have recently established some Project Groups, each focussing on specific issues such as food, upcycling, eco-schools, energy, and transport and on overarching issues such as planning and funding.
See www.sustainablecarlisle.org for more information or to get involved.
Amnesty Carlisle Group 
The Carlisle Amnesty Group continues to meet every second Wednesday of the month at 7pm in COWC. Contact Hazel Phillips for more info hphillips80@googlemail.com.
COWC Resources
A number of DVDs are available in the COWC kitchen for COWC network members to borrow as you wish. Please use the resources notebook and if you could leave a donation of £1 per DVD that would help towards the COWC Film fund! Also in the kitchen are ECCR (Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility) publications, Developments magazines and recent materials by COWC Campaigns Group members. You are welcome to pop in at any time but please let someone in the SIS office know who you are. 
COWC continues to be manned on most Tuesday mornings between 9.30am and 12pm.

The Campaign Group of Churches Together in Cumbria 

Environment Group are holding an

Environmental Conference

on Saturday 11th June 2011 10am-4pm

at Carlisle Cathedral on

The approaching “PERFECT STORM”

climate change - peak oil – energy security

threats to wildlife - economic crisis etc

Will this be a Time for Collapse or   Regeneration of our Society and the Creation? 
Speakers include Paul Allen (Centre for Alternative Technology), Professor Tim Cooper (Nottingham Trent University / Christian Ecology Link) and Professor Michael Northcott (Edinburgh University/Operation Noah)

Come and discuss the way forward – be part of the solution

**************************************************
Registration fee £5 (students £3)   For further details and booking:

contact Judy Morris on judy_m_morris@yahoo.co.uk or 01539 535 735 or go to www.churchestogethercumbria.co.uk (click on News & Events > Forthcoming events)  

The conference will take place in the Fratry at the Cathedral, to which there is no disabled access

Carlisle One World Book Trust 

In November, we launched the Carlisle One World Book Trust which promotes the sale of second hand books on topics from development to sustainability, both fiction and non-fiction. The Carlisle World Shop has kindly agreed to sell these books and charges no more than £1 per book to cover the shop’s administration costs. The idea of the Book Trust is that readers will consider returning the books (with useful comments) after they are finished with them to keep them in circulation. 

We need more books donated so if you have some titles that may interest others please drop them down to the World Shop and, while you’re there, pick up a couple. 

************
Support to COWC
Once again we would like to remind our network that we would not be able to run our activities and information material if it wasn’t for supporter contributions and small grants that we receive. For the price of a round of cappuccinos you can make a real difference to our work. Please consider becoming a supporter if you aren’t already signed up. We’ll be circulating an up to date membership form in a couple of weeks with our AGM information.

Also, do consider joining our Board of Trustees, in particular taking up the voluntary position of secretary. 
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Contact us


Carlisle One World Centre


3 Lowthian’s Lane, English Street


Carlisle CA3 8JR





Email:  development@cowc.co.uk


Web:    � HYPERLINK "http://www.cowc.co.uk" ��www.cowc.co.uk�


Tel:      01228 546287; 078 814 88566





Chair:  Rachael Rodway


Secretary:  Position vacant 


Treasurer:  Frances Robinson


Development Officer:  Adrienne Gill
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