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Did 
Welcome!
This newsletter is about looking back at some of the great events that took place during Fairtrade Fortnight 2008 and other recent developments. It is also about promoting some important campaigns that are taking place, in particular one on the illegal trafficking of people around the world which will be the theme of this year’s AGM on 19th June and which Amnesty International is working to combat.  Don’t forget to note some of the key dates coming up, in particular the Carlisle Culture Bazaar on 6 July and other meetings and events over the next few months. 

I hope you will enjoy reading through the next few pages. Don’t forget that if you have anything to contribute or publicise on related topics, COWC will do its best to assist you through our website, email bulletins or the next newsletter which will be compiled in October. Contact details are at the bottom of page 5. 
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Finally, big Congratulations to our Chair, Msgr Greg Turner, on his recent Golden Jubilee of being a priest. What a great achievement in any way of life!

Adrienne Gill
Agill.cowc@gmail.com

COWC AGM 
The COWC AGM will take place on Thursday 19th June at 7.30 pm in the Church of Scotland Building, Chapel Street. Fairtrade tea and coffee will be available from 7pm.

We hope you will be able to join us to hear the talk from the Chief Constable of Cumbria Police, Mr. Craig Mackey on the illegal trafficking of people all over the world and how this is present in Cumbria.  We will also have opportunities to hear more about some of the Amnesty International campaigns relating to this topic and to learn about how COWC has now become a third party centre for reporting Hate Crime incidents. After these inputs we will hear more about COWC’s activities over the last year as well as some of our future plans. 

At the meeting, supporters will have the opportunity to vote for management committee members. If you would like to serve on the management committee or nominate somebody else, please let us know. 

As we are a registered charity and a limited company, only those who are paid up supporters can vote. However, there is always the opportunity for network members to consider becoming supporters by paying the £10 subscription for individuals (£5 unwaged) or the £20 for group supporters. Group supporters are invited to send two representatives. May we remind current supporters that subscriptions are due for renewal in June. We rely on these for our core funding and hope you will wish to give us your support.

2008 Fairtrade Fortnight Extra
This Fairtrade Fortnight several high profile events took place that attracted sell out audiences and, in particular, new faces to the Fairtrade Campaigns. Some of the highlights are below starting with the recent Wine Tasting Evening which took place last month.
Fairtrade Wine Tasting Evening

A sell out crowd attended an enjoyable Fairtrade Wine Tasting evening at Carlisle’s Tithe Barn on May 3rd. Those who attended received tutoring by world renowned wine expert Jancis Robinson who was both entertaining and informative.  In what was a first for Fairtrade,  Jancis selected six prize winning wines, 3 whites and 3 reds, from the first Fairtrade national wine awards in November 2007, and talked the audience through the distinctive qualities of each of the wines. After the hour and half tasting, followed by questions and answers, guests enjoyed an excellent spread of Cumbrian cheeses, also donated.
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Jancis Robinson presiding over wine tasters in the Tithe Barn
Joe Human, coordinator of Cumbria Fair Trade Network and a leading voice for Fairtrade, spoke of the benefits of Fairtrade: a guaranteed minimum price for farmers, a fair wage for workers and a premium for community development.  The premium is an important means by which poor communities can invest in essential services, such as clean water, education, health insurance and better housing. The choice of projects to be funded is always decided democratically – that is a requirement of the Fairtrade system. 

In her vote of thanks, Cllr. Jacquelyne Geddes, the new Mayor and Fairtrade Champion for Carlisle City Council, encouraged companies to register their support for Fairtrade by using, as a minimum, two Fairtrade products. Proceeds of £732.36 were shared with Hospice at Home, of which Jancis is a Patron.

[image: image5.bmp]Fairtrade Coffee Mornings

This year not one but three Fairtrade Coffee Mornings were held at the Old Town Hall in Carlisle City Centre during Fairtrade Fortnight. Soroptimists, Christian Aid and Carlisle City Fairtrade Group from Carlisle One World Centre hosted the events catering to Fairtrade coffee lovers every taste. The coffee mornings were well supported raising both much needed funds, and awareness of Fairtrade.

The Giant Fairtrade Snakes and Ladders game was a feature of each event, encouraging young and young at heart to engage with Fairtrade issues in a new way. 
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Edward and Anna Souleles play Snakes and Ladders at the Fairtrade Coffee Morning (above) as does our new Mayor (right)
The City Council’s Fairtrade champion and then deputy mayor, Cllr Mrs Jaquelyne Geddes supported the event wholeheartedly, baking for the coffee morning and raffle and playing snakes and ladders. 
Cai
Black Gold

On Monday March 3rd, film buffs and Fairtrade supporters alike were treated to a showing of the award winning documentary, Black Gold. Screened in Tullie House, film goers were first invited to a coffee tasting session, featuring the coffee documented in the film. This powerful film follows Tadesse Meskela as he travels the world to get a fair price for the coffee farmers in Ethiopia. Tadesse visited Carlisle as part of the Fairtrade City Celebrations in 2005. 
After the showing, Joe Human and Jo Alberti, from Cumbria Fairtrade Network led a question and answering session. Both have visited Ethiopia to see first hand the difference that Fairtrade has made to the lives of the coffee producers. Overall, the evening, another sell out event, was a great success with positive feedback on both the film and the coffee!
Joe Human, Jo Alberti, Alison McKee and Jim Hyslop at the Black Gold reception

COWC Round up

The main news since the last Newsletter is that, from this summer, COWC is going to be sharing the upstairs space with another charity to reduce the burden of rent and overheads. This will mean that COWC can stay in Lowthian’s Lane, close to the World Shop, and we will be able to keep some office space and access to a meeting area. More on this will follow in the next bulletin.
We had a good display in the library recently which was accompanied by the Fairtrade Snakes and Ladders Game. We hope to bring both to the Culture Bazaar on 6th July in Trinity School but do require volunteers to help with this event and/or to collect and return the displays.
Please do get in touch if you can help out with this event or if you are interested in volunteering at COWC itself – we can find a task to suit everyone. 

Forthcoming Events                                                                                                    
All events at COWC unless stated otherwise 
Tuesday 17th June

World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 

Thursday 19th June 7:00 for 7:30pm, Border Kirk, Chapel Street
COWC AGM

Friday 20th June

World Refugee Day
Tuesday 24th June 7:30pm, The Source Cafe
Friends of the Earth 

Saturday 28th June, 2:00 – 6:00pm, Allanton Sanctuary, Auldgirth, Dumfriesshire

10th International World Peace Festival with World Peace Flag Ceremony

Wednesday 2nd July 12:15pm 

COWC Campaigns Group

Thursday 3rd July, 6:30 and 7:30pm
Talk by Eileen Kardos (Fairtrade supplier)
Sunday 6th July, Trinity School, 11am – 6pm
Carlisle Culture Bazaar 

Sunday 6th July, Victory Hall Dalston, 2.30pm 

Fairtrade Fashion Show with Fairtrade afternoon tea. 
Tuesday 24th July 7:30pm, The Source Cafe
Friends of the Earth 

Wednesday 13th August 7:00pm
Amnesty International Carlisle Branch

Tuesday 22nd August 7:30pm, The Source Cafe
Friends of the Earth 

Wednesday 10th September 7:00pm

Amnesty International Carlisle Branch

Tuesday 26th September 7:30pm, The Source Cafe
Friends of the Earth 

Wednesday 8th October  7:00pm

Amnesty International Carlisle Branch


COWC Campaigns Group News
Focus on Trafficking

One of the most worrying trends of our time is the recurrence of a strong and growing trade in human beings. 'Trafficking in human beings' means the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of people, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, for the purpose of exploitation.

In the UK, there is particular evidence of cases of trafficked victims in sectors such as the hospitality and catering trade, domestic labour, care sectors, agricultural and food processing sectors, construction and prostitution.

Trafficking does not always involve illegal immigrants - many victims are brought in legally but are exploited when they are here and trafficking is also not the same as people smuggling.

Case 1 - Sexual Exploitation

'Maryam' was ostracised by her family when she refused to undergo female genital mutilation prior to a likely forced marriage after her twin sister had died of the same procedure in Africa. She was picked up by a child trafficker at age 13 and brought to London where she was locked in a basement and suffered repeated rape as a child prostitute. At 19, possibly being now too 'old' for her trafficker's clients, he provided her with false documents and let her go. She tried to leave the country on those documents and was arrested and convicted. She served a 10-month prison sentence. Although she was keen to see her trafficker brought to justice, police response has been very slow and inadequate to date.
Case 2 - Forced Labour

In February 2004, a group of Greek workers were brought to Cornwall to pick daffodils for major retailers including Marks and Spencers. They had to work 10 hours a day in snow and rain, they were given cans of dog food to eat and accommodated in tents and unheated sheds. They alleged that they had been beaten and threatened at gunpoint before they managed to escape (Independent newspaper).

Case 3 - Debt Bondage

Jin Lai 16, was found on the street and taken to the police station. He had been living and working in a restaurant 7 days a week before he managed to run away. Jin was living in debt-bondage forced to work for free until he had 'paid-off' those who had arranged his family's passage to the UK (Unicef 2005).

Case 4 - Domestic work and sexual abuse

Adina’s parents died when she was 15 and she went to work on her Aunt's market stall. One day her Aunt told her to go with 2 men who would bring her to the UK for 'a better life'. Here, she was taken to a house where she was locked up and forced to perform all domestic labour.  She was also raped.  She was kept locked in the kitchen with access to a toilet and basin only and did not know where she was. She was 17 by the time she managed to escape (Unicef 2005).

All of the cases above are recognised by the United Nations as contemporary forms of slavery and in most of these and other such cases UK nationals are complicit in the abuses suffered. All the victims in these cases need time and support to recover from what they have been through and the European Convention can help put victims first, help prosecute the abusers and help deter the trade.

There is growing evidence of people being trafficked into the UK for sexual exploitation, domestic work and labour exploitation.

The UK government has signed the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (ECAT), but there is still more to be done. Please follow this link http://www.amnesty.org.uk/petitions7.asp to add your name to the Amnesty petition calling on the UK Government to:

Set a deadline for Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (ECAT) 

Implement ECAT to the highest standards, ensuring adequate and professional care and support for victims and in particular granting a much needed reflection period of 90 days 

And keep their promise to protect all victims of trafficking, in particular by allowing migrant domestic workers to keep their hard won rights, including changing employer and renewing their visa, which can help them escape situations of trafficking and exploitation.

Hazel Phillips, Amnesty
COWC Campaigns Group
Burma Appeal

Help To People in Myanmar (Burma) hit by Cyclone Nargis
A few weeks after Cyclone Nargis hit the coast of Myanmar (Burma) Lorna Strong was sent an email from a friend who has a colleague in Myanmar who sent a report suggesting a local organization, where people could give money directly. At COWC we looked into the organization. We checked out the website and got a reference for the contact person in the UK whose bank is used to transfer the money.  We decided to support them and thought you might like to too.

The organization is CSI - The Civic Society Initiative. Before the cyclone hit the CSI were already working with youth volunteers to help in education and health projects. So it is the Burmese students who are getting together and with whatever funds that can be sourced they are taking food, blankets and shelter to the victims. This is empowering people within Myanmar to do what they can. 

Their website is www.csiinmyanmar.page.tl Donations can be given through a UK bank account of Mr B J Ford HSBC Bank Hanover Street Edinburgh Acc: 51365274 S/C 40 20 44. Please let us know if you donate any money through this channel and we will keep you informed if Karen sends us another email from Myanmar

Here is an extract from the email from Karen who came to Myanmar five days after the cyclone hit……

I have been greatly inspired by the Burmese students and young persons who are doing whatever they can, however they can to get food and essential medical supplies to the homeless victims of Nargis. The local groups have set up, to deal in the most tragic of circumstances. With lack of money, food, supplies and medicines coming into the country they have had to be both resourceful and discrete about how they access the necessary goods and travel to the areas to give their aid. Hindered in so many ways, lack of electricity, water and communication between themselves, all the hurdles are overcome with sheer determination. The prices of all basic requirements have skyrocketed, and often the trucks carrying the essentials are stopped and sometimes confiscated. But they still go out daily undeterred. In the evening the groups meet to give details of the victim's situations, living standards, health care and list the essential necessities required for the following day's missions. 

This group has been able to start their work, when the larger INGO groups have been unable. They were already a group of friends, and daily more volunteers find their way to the meeting house and lend help in whatever ways they can,  who will then give the money directly to buy the rice, water, tarpaulins and basic medical equipment sent out on the trucks everyday. With dysentery and disease spreading rapidly, their determination and spirit is saving many lives

The Monasteries have given such support and shelter to so many over the past week, they themselves are relying on donations of food from villagers who are lucky enough not to have lost everything, but with so many villages and towns for the Delta just completely taken away, and almost all lives lost, the orphans and families are suffering from severe shook and loss, along with no food supplies and polluted water only to drink, the poor health of the victims is escalating daily. 

The groups speak of the "nauseating smell along the roadside" at the meetings. It's beyond words, coming from the bodies of people and animals piled up as well as from the polluted water. 

This group has been offered professional shelters, but they worry, that by giving these out it would bring too much attention to their work, and therefore they maybe stopped altogether.

 At the meeting we heard that they have 33 local doctors onboard, and the group will be sharing them with hospitals that are also in need of extra skilled staff. Looking at the smiling two girls in their mid twenties sat next to me, they informed me that they are doctors, . I returned to speak to them this morning and they have just come back from two areas in the hardest hit areas of the Delta. In one township they found 1,000 people taking refuge in 22 monastery schools, they delivered basic food, blankets and medicines, but were close to tears telling me that they just didn't have enough for everyone. They told me that the health condition of the people is very poor, many have skin and chest infections, also increasing numbers have diarrhoea. In another township they found a further 700 families, in basically the same conditions. In this young 18 year old, law students words " All the people are waiting for food, and I am here in good condition not at risk, they have no home, no food and no hope to live, that's why we are trying to help them as much as we can" 

This group is not connected with the British Council, but is able to use their bank account to have funds transferred through. If anyone would like to donate, please email them and tell them directly how much you have donated, and they will be issued with the funds instantly. Mr B J Ford HSBC Bank Hanover Street Edinburgh Acc: 51365274 S/C 40 20 44 www.csiinmyanmar.page.tl 

As you may know, the COWC Management Committee initially agreed to support Burma through an Action Aid Appeal and a collection box in the World Shop. Over £75 was raised. This money will be sent to Action Aid and all future money raised will to go to CSI in Myanmar. 
Carlisle World Shop News
On Thursday 3rd July, Eileen Kardos who brings us products from mostly from Thailand will give a talk upstairs in the One World Centre at 6.30pm and again at 7.30 pm. Eileen is an excellent communicator and it will be very interesting to hear the stories behind the products. She will have a stall of her products which we do not sell in the shop and also an opportunity for a late night browse in the shop.

On Sunday 6th July, there will be a Fairtrade Fashion Show in the Victory Hall Dalston with a Fairtrade afternoon tea. This will start at 2.30pm. Proceeds are in aid of the St Michael’s Church appeal. The first fashion show we had was in the Victory Hall and was a great success and the afternoon teas were delicious.
Tiananmen Square Campaign
The Tiananmen Mothers Group, founded by Ding Zilin, a retired university professor, is a group of around 130 human rights defenders – mainly women – whose children and other close relatives were killed or injured during the military crackdown on the 1989 pro-democracy movement. While the authorities have moved away from branding the crackdown a ‘counter-revolutionary rebellion’ towards labelling it a ‘political incident’, they have refused to respond to long-standing calls for justice by the victims or their families.

The Tiananmen Mothers have compiled a list of names of more than 180 people who were killed in the crackdown and and at least 70 who were injured. They regularly submit appeals and petitions calling on the Chinese authorities to allow victims’ families the right to mourn in public, to allow them to accept humanitarian aid from organizations and individuals, to end persecution of victims and their families, to release all those still imprisoned for taking part in peaceful protests, and to implement a full and open inquiry into the events of 3-4 June 1989. They have been subjected to harassment, discrimination and arbitrary detention.
Until 2007 many activists and human rights defenders, including the Tiananmen Mothers, were placed under tight police surveillance, including forms of house arrest, around every anniversary of the 1989 crackdown. But there are signs that such controls are being relaxed. In June 2007, Ding Zilin, her husband, and two other relatives of victims were reportedly allowed to light candles in front of pictures of their children in a short memorial ceremony on Chang’an Avenue, west of Tiananmen Square, at the spot where Ding Zilin’s 17-year-old son is believed to have been shot dead by soldiers. Other members of the Tiananmen Mothers were able to continue their annual tradition of mourning at Beijing Wan’an cemetery, where there appeared to be less surveillance than in previous years. 

On 4 June it will be 19 years since the brutal crackdown on democracy protestors in Tiananmen Square. The symbol of the Tiananmen Mothers is the red rose and each year they try to place red roses in Tiananmen Square to commemorate their loved ones. Each year the authorities prevent them from doing so.  

Carlisle Amnesty Group have already collected over 30 roses to send to the Chinese Embassy in London on June 4th 2008 to show our solidarity with the Tiananment Mothers. Please help us to increase this total (and to send as many roses as possible!) by taking these simple steps.

First cut out the text below and stick it to the back of the rose. Please then fill in your details where indicated and return the rose to Carlisle Amnesty Group, 11 Mill Race View, Carlisle, CA2 5PH. 
Thank you in advance for your support
Carlisle Amnesty Group
Dear Ambassador,
I am sending you this rose to demonstrate my 
solidarity with the Tiananmen Mothers group.

I hope that one day people will be able to freely 
lay roses in Tiananmen Square to commemorate 
those who lost their lives in 1989 while peacefully 
calling for freedom and democracy.

Name:
Address:
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News from CDEC

Global School Linking Conference

Rydal Hall, 10-11 July 

For schools linking with African, Asian, Latin American, Caribbean or Eastern European schools.  Presentations by English & Mexican pupils.  Staff from Ghana & S Africa.  

Cost - £60 including accommodation.  
For more information on this event and to book a place contact CDEC on 015394 30231 or office@cdec.org.uk
Theatre by the Lake’s Bogus Woman
The Bogus Woman, by Kay Adshead, will be running throughout the Summer at Theatre by the Lake, Keswick. This play is about a woman from somewhere in Africa who has experienced extreme violence. She manages to “escape” to the UK where the authorities label her and her claims as “bogus”.  She tells her story. It is a powerful production with superb acting by the talented Krissi Bohn who plays a myriad of challenging roles. I highly recommend it. www.theatrebythelake.co.uk
Adrienne Gill
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Contact us





Carlisle One World Centre


3 Lowthian’s Lane, English Street


Carlisle CA3 8JR
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Tel:      01228 546287


Fax:     01228 550385


Chair:  Greg Turner   


Secretary:   Position Vacant


Treasurer: Frances Robinson 
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