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Carlisle secures Fairtrade status
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On the ball: One of Judith Pattinson’s first acts as city mayor was to start serving Fairtrade tea and coffee in the mayor’s parlour. ‘It’s about giving people the option to choose the products they buy’ 

By Natalie Wilson

CAMPAIGNERS promoting the sale of ethically-produced goods in Cumbria’s shops and cafés are celebrating Carlisle becoming a Fairtrade City.

Volunteers and activists from Carlisle Fairtrade Group, based at Carlisle One World Centre in Lowthian’s Lane, off English Street, have been working hard to raise the profile of Fairtrade products.

This week their efforts paid off when Carlisle City Council passed a resolution supporting the cause, which aims to guarantee a better deal for farmers and producers in Third World countries.

Councillors agreed to serve Fairtrade tea and coffee at all of its meetings and in its offices.

To become a Fairtrade city, Carlisle had to meet a quota of shops and cafés selling the ethically-produced goods.

This was achieved this week when the owners of John Watt & Son coffee shop on Bank Street gave their backing to the campaign.

Bob and Chris Roberts, who took over the shop last November, said Fairtrade coffee had been available under the previous owner, Ashley Kendall.

“He did have it in stock but we have extended the range and pushed it forward a bit more,” said Bob. “We now sell Colombian and Mexican Fairtrade, as well as decaffeinated.

“The problem in the coffee trade with growers is well-documented. It is just about being aware and doing our bit.

“We’ve developed a steady trade in it. A lot of people have converted to it and as demand grows, we will expand our range.”

The Fairtrade proposal was brought to Tuesday’s full city council meeting by Mayor Judith Pattinson in her last meeting before stepping down.

One of her first acts as the city’s first citizen over a year ago was to start serving Fairtrade tea and coffee in the mayor’s parlour.

She told councillors: “As you know, Fairtrade is something that is close to my heart. 

“We now have 14 outlets that sell Fairtrade products and seven cafés that sell their coffee and tea. It’s about giving people the option to choose the products they buy.”

Councillors from all parties supported the motion unanimously.

Labour’s councillor Colin Glover said: “I support it wholeheartedly. The aim is to give people more control over how they trade. 

“It’s not just about us feeling good about ourselves, it’s about making a difference on a global scale.”

Representatives from Carlisle Fairtrade group welcomed the move.

Member Lorna Strong said: “We’re absolutely delighted. Achieving Fairtrade city status is fantastic, but in a sense it’s only the beginning.

“We mustn’t sit back but need to keep working.”

Fellow campaigner Naomi Wright added: “If any more cafes or firms want to join the campaign we can support them by offering information and details of wholesalers.”

The group can be contacted through Carlisle One World Centre on 01228 546287 or email cowc@fish.co.uk.
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