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County is proud to be given fair trade status
Published on 11/02/2006 

By Hazel Mollison

CUMBRIA is only the second county in Britain to be awarded fair trade status.

The county was recognised by the Fairtrade Foundation this week after meeting five criteria designed to promote fair deals for Third World farmers in international trade. 

It aims to secure the rights of farmers and workers in the developing world and to offer them better trading conditions. 

Cumbria County Council passed a resolution to support fair trade in November.

The criteria includes fair-traded products being widely available.

A steering group, co-ordinated by Joe Human of Keswick, has been working to promote the idea throughout the county. 

The award will be presented by television journalist George Alagiah, the patron of the Fairtrade Foundation, on March 11.

Shailesh Patel, a fair trade advisor who has been working with cotton providers in India will also speak at the event, which coincides with Fairtrade Fortnight.

Helen Boothroyd, a member of the steering group, said they were delighted they had received the recognition. She said: “It’s been a lot of hard work to raise awareness.

“It’s really been a case of pulling it all together from around the county.

“We’ve well exceeded each of the criteria. 

“We have far more shops and businesses taking part in the scheme in Cumbria than were required.”

More than eight towns and districts in Cumbria, including Carlisle, have already received fair trade status.

Roy Ellis, who helped secure the award for Somerset, the only other fair trade county, is now secretary of the Cumbrian steering group. 

Mrs Boothroyd said: “In the past few years there has been very good publicity and fair trade has really caught on.

“Now you can go into any supermarket and buy fairly traded goods.”

She added: “There are a lot of small businesses and producers in Cumbria, and I think they share many of the problems faced by small producers around the world.”
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