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Cumbria named as second Fairtrade county
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Praise:George Alagiah 

By Ross Brewster

BBC television reporter George Alagiah had good news for Cumbrian Fairtrade supporters on Saturday.

Cumbria is only the second county in England to officially take on the title of a Fairtrade county and the much-travelled newsreader and journalist was on hand to present the award at Keswick School.

Sri Lankan-born Alagiah, who lived in Ghana as a child, told hundreds of Fairtrade enthusiasts that sales were now running at £200 million a year in this country, growing at a rate of between 40 and 50 per cent year on year.

Money from the sale of Fairtrade products, which are now stocked by many of the leading supermarkets, is helping poor farmers to have greater freedom in their lives and bringing benefits such as new schools to communities.

The TV newsman praised Cumbrians for the way they have thrown their weight behind the Fairtrade project, but he warned against a temptation to feel the job was done, even in towns like Keswick which have gained Fairtrade status.

He said: “There are 43 shops and guest houses in Keswick stocking Fairtrade goods – why not make it 83? What are local politicians and businesses doing about it?”

Alagiah added: “The job isn’t finished, because there are many more farmers who want to join the scheme. There’s no point asking them to join if there are not the outlets for the goods.”

However he was optimistic for the future growth of Fairtrade and said that there were now 1,500 products on the market compared with three 11 years ago. “There is a queue of farmers with new and exciting products wanting to join the scheme,” he said.
Page 1 of 2

