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It’s time we all played fair
Published on 20/03/2006 
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Fair game: Students celebrate Carlisle’s first anniversary as a Fairtrade City 

MARY Lawley’s complaint about the unfair treatment of dairy farmers by the supermarkets appears to be a valid one (Letters, March 14).

The Fairtrade Fortnight to which Ms Lawley refers is part of an effort to redress the sort of situation she describes in so far as the millions of farmers, workers and their families across 58 developing countries are concerned.

Producers in these countries who are registered with the Fairtrade Labelling organisation receive a minimum price for their produce which covers the cost of production and an extra premium for them to invest in the local community.

For these farmers in the poorer countries, this means that they now get enough money to cover production and sustain their way of life no matter how low the world price may go for their crops.

The Fairtrade mark which shoppers should watch out for shows that these goods are produced in an environment of decent working conditions and wages which at least meet international and local labour standards.

If we are going to realistically tackle global poverty then Fairtrade products should figure prominently on our shopping lists.

ROY DICKINSON

Holmrook Road

Carlisle
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