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Town wins three-year Fairtrade campaign 
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Delighted:Fairtrade supporters Helen Boothroyd, Rev Sue Wilkins and Judith Pattinson PAULA PAISLEY 

By Kat Ferguson

BRAMPTON has won its three-year campaign to become a Fairtrade town.

It has joined Newcastle, Liverpool and Cambridge in being among the first 100 towns and cities to be awarded the title.

The accolade is only given to areas that prove residents and businesses are dedicated to Fairtrade products, which help ensure producers in poor countries are paid a proper wage.

Many of Brampton’s shops, including the Co-op, Half Moon Wholefoods and The Gallery, supply goods with the Fairtrade mark. They are supported by residents, businesses, schools, churches and the parish council.

All the products in the range guarantee producers a minimum price that covers their costs and ensures they can still afford necessities.

Rev Susan Wilkins, chair of the town’s steering group, said: “We can make a difference to the lives of poor people who are working to produce food and crafts. Many shoppers do have a conscience.

“We’ve had a lot of support and this is only the beginning. We hope more businesses will start using Fairtrade and we’re already planning celebrations in March for Fairtrade Fortnight.”

There are more than 250 products with the Fairtrade mark, including wine, fruit, tea, coffee, sugar, pasta, rice and fruit. More are continually being added.

Judith Pattinson, chairwoman of the parish council, is a firm believer in the products. She offered only Fairtrade refreshments from her parlour when she was Carlisle mayor.

She said: “We’re absolutely delighted. People are increasingly buying Fairtrade as standard. I really believe an honest day’s work deserves an honest day’s pay.”

Mrs Pattinson is a regular at Lady Jane’s Fairtrade Cafe, run by Victoria Holt. The cafe uses as many Fairtrade goods as possible, many of them organic. Miss Holt has been instrumental in making the products accessible.

Now Brampton residents are preparing to celebrate and promote their new status. The Moot Hall will be decorated on March 12 and Simeon Greene, a Fairtrade banana producer, will be talking to residents and schoolchildren. Fairtrade products will also be on sale at stalls in the town and copies of the Fairtrade directory, which lists organisations that support the label, will be given away.

Helen Boothroyd, secretary of the steering group, said: “This gives Brampton a chance to show we’re one of the towns at the front of something very important.

“Consumer pressure has a lot to do with the success. The Co-op has been brilliant at getting in Fairtrade products, and now the other supermarkets are starting to realise they’re losing out.”

To contact Lady Jane’s about Fairtrade produce, call 016977 41974.
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