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Introduction

The last year saw COWC get involved in a major new campaign on Climate Change which contributed to the successful establishment of a new group, Sustainable Carlisle. We also worked closely with the Girl Guides on a major event in September and continued to promote Fairtrade through several high profile events in schools and the community. We worked in partnership with CDEC, Churches Together, the Co-operative Society, the Women’s Institute and, on planning for a major Fairtrade Fashion Show towards the end of the year, art and design students from the University of Cumbria, a relationship which we hope to build on in the future. 
Carlisle Countdown to Copenhagen Campaign 

In June 2009 the COWC Campaigns Group plus other interested individuals met for a half day planning session to launch the COWC Countdown to Copenhagen Campaign. This campaign came about because most of the members of the COWC Campaign Group - Christian Aid, CAFOD, WDM and Friends of the Earth - had the Climate Change summit as top of their agendas. It made sense to collaborate on this project and to hire a Green Coordinator to pull things together. We already had a small grant from Cumbria County Council to support this group with planning and identity building. We secured funding from the Ptarmigan Trust in May and, following a planning morning in June and the COWC AGM which launched the campaign, we advertised for the position and recruited Mark Lloyd at the end of July. He worked for between 5 and 10 hours most weeks between August and December, putting in a great deal more unpaid hours as well, and managed to achieve most of the objectives of the campaign. 

 Some of the more successful activities of the campaign were:

· The sell-out showing of Age of Stupid in Tullie House in September

· Production and circulation of a bookmark with info and links to schools and organisations as well as to members of the public

· Mass rally in Carlisle City Centre in October – reaching out to over 200 members of the public
· Meeting with local MP in October to hand over a petition with over 600 signatories

· Green Skills Share event in October

· Climate Emergency Talk in November with over 50 people present
· Sending over 50 people to The Wave in Glasgow in December as well as some to London to march and meet with Ed Miliband afterwards
· Sending 3 people to the actual Copenhagen Summit in December 

· Other film showings in Foxes 

· Great media coverage of all the above

The final main event of 2009 was the send off of the “Copenhagen 3” from COWC on Saturday 12th December. They returned a week later, having experienced a wide range of challenges including cold, hunger and homelessness at the summit and they felt more inspired than ever to continue the work of spreading the messages about climate change to the people of Carlisle. 

In 2010, while the COWC Campaigns Group returned to meet as before, linking the global to the local and sharing information between its members groups, much of the local campaigning has been handed over to Sustainable Carlisle which is, in its own way, looking to become more sustainable! A grant from the Cumbria Community Foundation has assisted with this. Events in 2010 up to the end of March included several well attended film nights and a series of planning meetings to develop the aims and objectives of the organisation which will focus on key local issues such as recycling, green energy, allotments, green spaces and cycle routes as well as the production of information material and an up to date website to promote awareness of the above. 

COWC is continuing to support Sustainable Carlisle with funding advice and the compilation of bids to local and national funders. At the end of the year we were working together on a 2010 Election Hustings for Carlisle with Churches Together which was going to be the main hustings event in the city. 
Another Great Year for Fairtrade in Carlisle 

Carlisle Fairtraders were once again involved in several high profile Fairtrade events during the year. In May the Fairtrade Steering Group supported James Rennie School with a successful Fashion Show involving many of its students as models and organisers. In September 8 volunteers took part in the North Cumbria Girl Guiding centenary celebrations at Keswick School. They organised two workshops, one with the Trading Game and one with the Fairtrade Snakes and Ladders and delivered these workshops 15 times each between 10am and 6.30pm! There were over 2,000 brownies, guides and their leaders at the event – and the team were delighted to pass the Fairtrade message on to so many new faces.

In January another team took part in a similar event in the form of a Fairtrade Schools Conference. Over 25 schools from all over Cumbria came together to listen to the experiences of other schools and to hear Joe Human and Harriet Lamb, director of the Fairtrade Foundation speak and inspire them. They ran a workshop on Fairtrade fashion to groups as part of the day and these were a great success. Harriet also spoke at the Cumbria Fairtrade Network AGM the following day which some of the Carlisle Fairtrade group attended.

Joe Human came to Carlisle in October to speak at the launch of Portraits from Ethiopia, an exhibition of photos taken in 2007 by his son, Richard, in the village of Choche. COWC brought this exhibition to Foxes café and gallery on Abbey St. and launched it with the Mayor and the Junior Mayor present along with Cllr Geddes and many of our Fairtrade volunteers and campaigners. It was a great night for all and we were delighted that the exhibition could remain in Foxes for over a month from till the end of November.

We launched Fairtrade Fortnight 2010 with a ministerial visit to COWC and the World Shop by Gareth Thomas MP from the Department for International Development. The following week we marked the 5th anniversary of Carlisle’s accreditation as a Fairtrade City with a special Fairtrade Tea Party in the Tithe Barn. We were delighted to have a special guest speaker from, Agrocel, a Fairtrade cotton co-operative in India. Krishnan Sainathan reminded us of the benefits for local people of being part of a Fairtrade co-operative, something we all need to be reminded of now and again. We celebrated the anniversary with the Mayor of Carlisle and others and it was a great evening for all who took part. The following night, Fairtrade campaigners supported a talk by Ruth Taylor of Shared Interest organised by the Carlisle Soroptimist group and the day after that they played a major role in a Fashion Show at William Howard School in Brampton, another great event for Fairtrade Cotton in Carlisle. During this week we launched the “Wear it Fair” Carlisle Fairtrade Fashion Show, planned for World Fairtrade Day, 8th May in Carlisle Cathedral. In addition to the above, we organised our own and supported the Christian Aid Fairtrade Coffee morning on the Fairtrade Fortnight Saturdays which, this year, featured the Big Swap Campaign. Another highlight of the fortnight was the showing of the film Black Gold in Foxes Café with Joe Human along to speak afterwards. Throughout the year, members of the Fairtrade Group gave talks to Women’s Institutes and other community groups in the Carlisle area. 
Other Events and Activities
In May 2009 Helen Boothroyd of the Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility (ECCR) gave a talk to COWC and CTC members about the advocacy organisation which we have now joined. We hold a wide range of their research reports and newsletters on global issues such as water, poverty and mining in our “kitchen library” in 2 Lowthian’s Lane. These and other publications or DVDs can all be borrowed by COWC members for no charge (other than a voluntary donation for a DVD). Also, let us know if you would like to receive the ECCR regular newsletters on their advocacy work and campaigns. 

The 2009 AGM featured a guest speaker, Sarah Wykes, who presented a paper and facilitated lively discussions on “The Management of Natural Resources” in developing countries. We used this opportunity to launch the Carlisle Countdown to Copenhagen campaign and our raffle of an exquisite patchwork quilt, handmade and kindly donated by Annie Ronald to COWC to raise funds for the Malawi school project and for COWC itself. 

An Amnesty Coffee Morning and Greeting Card signing event in December also managed to attract members of the public up to COWC and raised both funds and awareness about the work of Amnesty and some of its’ prisoners of conscience. 

Once again during the year volunteers and the Snakes and Ladders game participated in the Upperby Gala in May and the Carlisle Cultural Bazaar in June.
The Food Voucher scheme continued to support homeless and disadvantaged Carlisle residents of all ages during the year. We are looking for a new volunteer to coordinate this scheme. This will be a couple of hours work per month and it could be a very rewarding position. We thank Carol Barber for all her great work on this scheme in the last few years and we also pay tribute to all our volunteers, without whom the organisation would not be able to function. Thanks also to our financial supporters whose contributions towards our activities and running costs we greatly value too. 
Once again, many thanks to our donors which included Ptarmigan Trust, The Cumbria Community Foundation, Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal.
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